It never occurred to me that | would be going to the Harrogate
Conference until that Executive Committee meeting a few months ago
when our Branch’s Council Member Joseph Lee asked us who had
not been at this conference before. He could not believe that I, being
a CIH member since 1976 and had been active in the Institute affairs
for a long period, had never attended this event. So off | went to the
UK in mid-June together with KL Wong, the Chairman of Asian Pacific
Branch, Eddie Mak, the Hon. Treasurer, PY Fung and Linda Wong,

co-opted members of the Executive Committee like me.

Harrogate is in the middle of England. Since it is a small town surviving
on conferences and there are about five to six thousand delegates
joining this conference, we have to stay in a hotel in York, which is
30 minutes’ drive from Harrogate provided that there are no traffic
problems. There we were joined by Mabel Chung, representing the
Hong Kong Institute of Housing and a party of ten delegates from the

Housing Authority.

All of us joined the Conference Dinner in the evening of 14 June in
the beautiful Majestic Hotel. This year, there are international guests

from Australia, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, South Africa

and the United States. We saw these delegates again at a lunch sponsored by the
Luminus Group and a dinner hosted by the outgoing President of CIH, Yvonne
Leishman later in the week. We had much time making friends and sharing
experiences. Delegates from South Africa were very energetic in selling their
International Housing Conference in Cape Town coming October. KL seized the
opportunity of asking for finance from CIH in sponsoring one or two delegates to
join this conference. We also came to know Joan Ferguson, the President of the
Australasian Institute of Housing. As she was really keen to know how we run our

Institute, we will invite her to our annual dinner in November this year.

The theme of the conference is "Focus on Communities - People, Places and

Performance".

All international delegates were briefed on the background of UK housing in the
morning of 15 June. For an hour or so, we were stuffed with definitions of local
authorities and housing associations, information about their development, current
issues and jargon, etc. It is interesting to note that there were 69.6% of owner-
occupiers in the UK in 2002 as against 57.6% in 1981. So there were 12% more
British came to own their homes in the last 20 years. (The current figure for Hong
Kong owner-occupiers is 53%. It seems to me that the Chief Executive’s objective

to reach 70% in 2007as stated in his policy address in 1997 appears a bit optimistic.)

We visited the exhibition after the briefing. There were a little less than 600 stands
and stalls accommodated in 5 big halls. A rough analysis of the stalls in categories
defined by CIH is as follows:

22% Building products/components

1% Professionals/consultants

10% Refurbishment, repairs and maintenance
7% Information technology

4% Housing management

3% Builders/developers

Building products/components include pre-fabricated modular building,

doors/windows, wall cladding, damp proof, condensation/insulation, flooring,







