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Dear Fellow Members,

This year marks the 50th Anniversary of Asian Pacific
Branch. | would take this opportunity to thank for the
contributions of the past Chairmen. It is an irrefutable truth
that with their achievements, the branch has developed to
a reputable professional housing institute in the Asia Pacific
Area. | am glad to observe that property management has
been well recognized in the region as a professional industry
by different communities as well as the governments.
The number of property management practitioners has
experienced a remarkably growth in the past few years. In
Mainland China, with the prosperous property market, the
number of property management practitioner has arrived at
7.5 million this year.

With relentless support from our members in the Executive
Committee, | was able to cope with the challenges in the
past two years and continue with our mission to promote the
art and science of property management in the region.

2016 has been a challenging year for the Branch and |
would conclude the major works done by us over the year
as follows:

Celebration of the 50th Anniversary

An organising committee chaired by our immediate past
chairman, Professor Yip Ngai Ming, was established to
launch a series of activities including charity film show and
housing forums:

(i) Seminar on Development and Practice of Professional
Property Management was jointly organised with
Property Management Business Association Macau and
Macau property Management Professionals Association
in July, 2016.

(i) “Seminar on Housing in Aging Societies — Challenges
and Opportunities” with academics from Japan, China
and Hong Kong to be held on the 11th of November,
2016 before our Annual Dinner.

(iii) Seminar on ‘the development of property management
industry in Britain in the past one hundred years’
jointly organized with Shenzhen Property Management
Association will be held in Shenzhen on the 12th of
November, 2016.
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| would convey my sincere thanks to Professor Yip and
members of the organising committee for their effort and
support to ensure that these activities are conducted
successfully.

Communication with Headquarters in UK

The communication with the administration in headquarters
was further strengthened during the year. Video conferences
were held frequently with Judy Waugh and the other
directors in UK.

In order that the operations of APB can be in line with that of
UK, Directors Judy Waugh and Glyn Rees-Jones visited APB
in June this year. During the meeting with the EC members,
the Directors were briefed about the situation in Hong
Kong and our legal status under the Hong Kong Societies
Ordinance. We also made known to them the difficulties
APB has been facing when conducting membership drive in
China.

A comprehensive review to the operation of APB
was conducted by an independent auditor whose
recommendations were relayed to our Executive Committee
in August. The recommendations were examined by
the Executive Committee and response was sent to
Headquarters in early September.

Our Works in the Region

Our development in China is at crossroads, as The People’s
Republic of China’s Law on the Management of the Activities
of Overseas NGOs within Mainland China was passed in
April and to be enforced in January next year.

Communication with the members in China is a problem,
since our emails are usually blocked by the firewall of
their companies. Meanwhile, we are unable to set up an
official account in WeChat due to the fact that we have not
registered as a legal entity in Mainland China. Payment of
membership fees is another problem with the members in
China since many of them do not have a PayPal account,
which is not a popular mode of payment in Mainland China.
Worst of all, the Union Pay including the one card through is
no longer allowed by the Chinese Government. The problem
can only be solved when we can successfully open a bank
account in Mainland China.
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Nevertheless, we are pursuing hard to provide membership
services in the region. A remarkable activity was arranged
in May; whereby a visit to the tallest building in China,
Shanghai Centre had won applause from the members.

In Macau, the 11th Professional Diploma for Property
Management Practitioners that we organized in collaboration
with the Housing Bureau and the Labour Bureau will
be completed in November. The programme has so far
nourished over 400 professional housing practitioners
for Macau. In the meantime, our members are also in
consultation with the Government of Macau to legislate
‘the law on Property Management business for strata-
title buildings’ (D EEEMEREEFE) and ‘the legal
system for management of common areas within strata-title

buildings” (P EEEMER DN EIREEHE ).

We are delighted that in Macau, the development of property
management industry is on the track of professionalism.

Validation of Professional Training
Programmes

In October, we would join with the Training Director from UK
to validate a professional training course run by the Fujian
Jiangxia University in Mainland China. In the meantime,
we are working with Technological and Higher Education
Institute of Hong Kong on the feasibility in validating their
Bachelor of Science (Honours) programme in Surveying. We
would continue to expedite feasibility in validating training
courses which are able to nourish professional property
management practitioners in the region.

Local Legislations Relating to the Industry

Building Management Service Ordinance, the legislation
which requires property management practitioners to obtain
licence from the Property Management Services Authority
was passed on the 26th of May, 2016. Upon establishment
of the Authority in October, we would continue to monitor
the developments of the issue and by-laws proposed by the
Authority.

The Report on consultation for the Review of the Building
Management Ordinance Chapter 344 was released in June
this year. It is likely that the amendments would be put
forward to Legislative Council for approval in the coming
year. We would join with the other property management
professional institutes to further reflect our opinions on the
amendments.
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Continuing Professional Development (CPD)

Compulsory continuing professional development
requirement for local members was successfully
implemented. | would express my thankfulness to the
assistance provided by our Professional Practice Committee.

Membership Drive

Although compulsory CPD requirement is introduced,
the number of members in Hong Kong remains stable.
However, the membership drive in Mainland China would be
on a thorny road after the law for management of overseas
NGOs’ activities become effective early next year.

Lastly, it is an unforgettable experience to be the chair of
APB before my retirement from the property management
industry in the coming future. | would take this opportunity
to express my sincere gratitude to the Executive Committee
members, the members in Hong Kong, Mainland China,
Macau and Taiwan for their steadfast support to me in the
past two years.

Ng Kwong Ming, Paul
Chairman of the Executive Committee
Chartered Institute of Housing Asian Pacific Branch
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